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Georgia’s Health Departments

Georgia has:

• 159 counties, each with a 
health department

• The counties are grouped into 
18 health districts, based on 
population, with a District 
Health Department

• The State Department of 
Public Health is located in 
Atlanta
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The weather in 2026 was …Weird

Georgia's weather through mid-October 
2026 has been marked by mild winter 
conditions, persistent spring and summer 
heat waves, and intense Autumn 
temperature swings.

• Winter temperatures were above 
normal with occasional deep freezes, 
and precipitation was also below 
normal.

• In the Spring, there was a mix of 
warmer-than-normal temperatures and 
periods of drought and heavy storms.

• Summer brought severe and extended 
heat waves.

• Unseasonably hot summer-like 
conditions lingered into Autumn, with 
a dramatic cold front arriving in mid-
October.

• Long-range forecasts point to a cooler 
and wetter-than-average pattern 
heading into the late-fall and winter 
months.
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The funding in 2026 was …difficult

• ELC disease-specific allocations explicitly fund 

GDPH's ongoing efforts against mosquito-

borne and tick-associated viral illnesses 

(including West Nile virus, Eastern Equine 

Encephalitis, and La Crosse encephalitis). 

• These funds support field sampling, 

mosquito trapping, and laboratory 

rapid detection assays.

• Nationally, advocacy groups like the 

American Mosquito Control Association 

requested $114.6 million for the CDC’s 

Division of Vector-Borne Diseases for FY 

2026. 

• Despite this, a massive $334.2 million 

cut in generic CDC grants forced the 

Georgia DPH to absorb losses across 

several public health programs, 

including arboviral surveillance.

• This funding strain aligns with a spike in 

mosquito-borne threats.

• We also were dealing with a delay in funding 

being sent to us and a travel ban.
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Arboviral Surveillance 2001-2026
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Mosquito Species - 2026 – Sentinels & Dead Bird Surveillance

A total of 38 species from 10 genera were collected by the DPH entomologists, 

and a number of collaborators, interns, and fellows, and EHS.

There were no positive dead birds 

reported; there were 3 WNV+ 

sentinel chicken reported in 2026.
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Mosquitoes – Tested 

• We continue to work with limited 

funding

• Mosquitoes have been tested from 7 

counties 

• 4 counties have reported 

WNV+ mosquitoes

• No counties reported EEE+ 

mosquitoes

   

WNV+ Mosquito Pools

(1 WNV+ Cx nigripalpus pool from Chatham County is in SC at a dredge site)
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Minimum Infection Rates

The Minimum Infection Rate or MIR = (# WNV+ Pools/Total # Mosquitoes Tested) X 1000. 

• MIR of 0 - no viral activity detected in the area 

• MIR of 0.1 to 3.9  - some viral activity is present, increased vigilance and testing are needed

• MIR of 4.0 or above - high level of viral activity is present, human infections are imminent (if not 

already present), and prompt action is required
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WNV+ Humans
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WNV+ Humans 2001-2026

mean # cases = 31.0

mean # deaths = 2.4

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

2
00

1

2
00

2

2
00

3

2
00

4

2
00

5

2
00

6

2
00

7

2
00

8

2
00

9

2
01

0

2
01

1

2
01

2

2
01

3

2
01

4

2
01

5

2
01

6

2
01

7

2
01

8

2
01

9

2
02

0

2
02

1

2
02

2

2
02

3

2
02

4

2
02

5

2
02

6

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

#
 D

E
A

TH
S
#

 C
A

SE
S

WNV in Georgia

# human positives all known deaths



GEO R GIA D EPA RTM EN T O F PUBL IC HE ALT H

Veterinary Arboviral Positives

WNV Mean = 20.0

EEE Mean = 12.6
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WNV

EEE

year WNV EEE

2001 64

2002 175 1

2003 60 80

2004 3 7

2005 1 20

2006 4

2007 5

2008 25

2009 3 46

2010 2 11

2011 3

2012 10 10

2013 8 25

2014 7

2015 6

2016 5

2017 11 7

2018 1 6

2019 4

2020 4 4

2021 5 1

2022 3

2023 7

2024 2 1

2025 3 7

2026 2 1
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Pesticide Resistance Testing

With the implementation of the first statewide 

pesticide resistance testing program in 2018, a clearer 

picture of mosquito resistance to specific pesticides 

commonly used in Georgia is being determined. 

o This information enables DPH to advise and 

train current mosquito control operators in 

using the most effective and cost-efficient 

pesticide for their target-mosquito. 

o If there were an outbreak of an exotic or 

endemic mosquito-borne disease, we would 

know which adulticides would be most 

likely to reduce the risk of disease 

transmission by reducing vector 

populations

o The statewide pesticide resistance testing 

program is a major component in reducing 

the exposure of mosquito-borne disease 

risk to the public.
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Surveillance for ticks has rarely been 
undertaken in by the Georgia 
Department of Public Health, even 
where tick-borne diseases have been 
reported.  

• Tick surveillance is intended to 
monitor changes in the 
distribution and abundance of 
ticks.  

• While several short-term attached 
tick studies have been completed, 
no surveillance for presence and 
prevalence have been undertaken 
due to limited funding. 

We currently collaborate with the 
Georgia Department of Agriculture 
who have been collecting tick data 
from veterinary clinics in Georgia 
since 2005.

Tick Surveillance on a Limited Budget
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Tick Species Collected in Georgia, 2005-2025
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Asian Longhorned Tick

Asian longhorned ticks (Haemaphysalis longicornis) are 

invasive pests that pose a serious threat to livestock in the 

United States. Because they reproduce by parthenogenesis, 

they can form large infestations on one animal and 

potentially spread diseases that impact both animals and 

people.

September 2021 - the  Georgia Department  of  Agriculture  

(GDA)  Animal Health  Division confirmed  the  presence  of  

the Haemaphysalis  longicornis  tick (Asian Longhorned tick) 

in Pickens County, GA. 

o Additionally, ALT have been reported from 

Habersham, Hall, and White counties.  

o CDC researchers have also found ALT in Floyd 

County.

Haemaphysalis longicornis
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Tick Surveillance at Wildlife Management Areas

We have a collaborative effort with the Georgia 

Department of Natural Resources (GA DNR) to collect 

ticks during quota hunts at the Wildlife Management 

Areas (WMAs).  

• In 2020, we attended 9 quota hunts at 2 different 

WMAs to check deer brought in for tagging for ticks. 

• In 2021, we attended 11 quota hunts at 5 different 

WMAs to check deer and bear brought in for tagging 

for ticks. 

• In 2022 & 2023, we attended 22 quota hunts at 15 

different WMAs to check deer and bear brought in for 

tagging for ticks.

• In 2024, with the help of multiple interns and DNR 

techs, surveillance was done at 22 WMAs in all 5 

geophysical regions in Georgia.

• In 2025, with the help of multiple interns and DNR 

techs, surveillance was done at 24 WMAs in all 5 

geophysical regions in Georgia.

• 2026 tick surveillance will begin later this month
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Ticks found at Wildlife Management Areas

Amblyomma maculatum, male and female

Amblyomma americanum – male and female

Dermacentor albipictus – male and femaleIxodes scapularis, female, male, nymph, larva
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Common Ticks by Month and Species

* Ixodes scapularis 2012 2000 larval ticks found on one animal

# Amblyomma americanum 2024 3542 specimens captured by dragging
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Tick-Borne Diseases
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We teamed up with Epidemiology to 

provide tick ID and information on 

TBDs.

On-Line ID Tool:

https://arcg.is/1XSuSD

Once the tick is identified, the 

appropriate info sheet is sent to the 

person who requested the ID.  

Tick-Borne Disease Outreach

https://arcg.is/1XSuSD
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We have been able to get free (to us) interns from a number of 

sources recently.

• NEHA (thanks to the EH Districts for collaborating on this)

• SECVBD

• UGA – MPH capstone students

• UWF – MPH practicum students

• PHEFA (through the Entomological Society of America)

• APHL Fellows

• Students looking for field experience from other universities

We have the interns work on a variety of projects, including some 

actual tick dragging.

STORYMAP – Surveillance Through Collaboration 

https://arcg.is/1arvHP2 

Interns are a blessing!

https://arcg.is/1arvHP2
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Alpha-GAL Education Outreach

A recently discovered reaction to the 

bite from the Lone Star tick is that it can 

cause people to develop an allergy to 

red meat, including beef and pork. 

This specific allergy is related to a 

carbohydrate called alpha-gal and is 

best diagnosed with a blood test. 

Although reactions to foods typically 

occur immediately, in the instance of 

allergic reactions to alpha-gal, 

symptoms often take several hours to 

develop. 

Owing to the significant delay between 

eating red meat and the appearance of 

an allergic reaction, it can be a 

challenge to connect the culprit foods 

to symptoms. 

The Lone Star tick has been implicated 

in initiating the red meat allergy in the 

US, and this tick is found predominantly 

in the Southeast, from Texas to Iowa 

and into New England.  Several other 

tick species have also recently been 

implicated.

An intern working with my team recently finished a survey on hunters, TBDs, 

and alpha-GAL.  The survey can be found at https://arcg.is/0iueDy 

A survey looking at the general population’s knowledge of ticks and tick-

borne diseases can be found at https://arcg.is/1LjSLa0.

https://arcg.is/0iueDy
https://arcg.is/1LjSLa0


GEO R GIA D EPA RTM EN T O F PUBL IC HE ALT H

Raccoon Rabies Vaccine Bait Project

• Since 1995, APHIS' Wildlife Services (WS) program has been working 

cooperatively with local, State, and Federal governments, universities, 

and other partners to reduce rabies in wildlife. 

• ORV baits are distributed to wildlife in targeted areas. 

• This edible bait consists of a sachet, or plastic packet, containing 

the RABORAL V-RG® rabies vaccine. 

• To make the bait attractive to wildlife, the sachets containing the 

vaccine are sprinkled with fishmeal coating or encased inside hard 

fishmeal-polymer blocks about the size of a matchbox. 

• Each year, WS and cooperators distribute about 6.5 million baits in 

selected States to create a zone where raccoon rabies can be contained. 

• After bait are dropped, raccoons are trapped, and their rabies titers are 

checked

• This program is critical to national rabies prevention as raccoon 

populations are present in all contiguous (48) States. 
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Raccoon Rabies Project

Dermacentor variabilis Ixodes texanus

year Identification females males nymphs
Grand 
Total

2025

Amblyomma americanum 1 1 1 3

Amblyomma maculatum 4 4

Dermacentor variabilis 277 512 4 793

Ixodes scapularis 1 1

Ixodes texanus 25 3 28

2026

Amblyomma americanum 1 1

Dermacentor variabilis 188 355 12 555

Ixodes scapularis 6 6

Ixodes texanus 140 140

Grand Total 638 868 25 1531



GEO R GIA D EPA RTM EN T O F PUBL IC HE ALT H

Some of Our Other Duties

Education/Outreach/Inservice Training

• bed bug education

• lice education

• scabies education

• education on any other arthropod (and other things) the public deems 

a pest

Web Sites

• Insects and Diseases: https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-

health/insects-and-diseases 

• Georgia Mosquito Control Association: http://www.gamosquito.org 

Upload data to the CDC ArboNET database

Mosquito and Tick ID training (currently by request only)

• Online training modules can be found at 

https://www.gamosquito.org/Mosquito%20ID%20Training.htm 

Board members for GMCA and MAMCA

https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
http://www.gamosquito.org/
https://www.gamosquito.org/Mosquito%20ID%20Training.htm
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• Arbovirus summaries are available monthly during mosquito season 

– if you want a copy sent to you, please send me an email at 

Rosmarie.Kelly@dph.ga.gov

• A final arboviral summary has been put together for every year since 

2002; these will soon be available on the GMCA website at 

https://www.gamosquito.org/mosquito.htm 

• A mosquito surveillance summary has been put together every year 

since 2017; they are available at 

http://www.gamosquito.org/mosquito.htm

• There are 7 tick surveillance summaries currently available, starting 

with a 2005-2019 combined summary; all tick surveillance 

summaries are available at https://www.gamosquito.org/tick.htm 

Resources

mailto:Rosmarie.Kelly@dph.ga.gov
https://www.gamosquito.org/mosquito.htm
http://www.gamosquito.org/mosquito.htm
https://www.gamosquito.org/tick.htm
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ANY QUESTIONS???

https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases

https://www.gamosquito.org 

https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/insects-and-diseases
https://www.gamosquito.org/
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